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REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT 
OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION, AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

TO: 	Assistant Schools Division Superintendent 
Chief Education Supervisor, Curriculum Implementation Division 
Chief Education Supervisor, School Governance and Operations Division 
Public and Private Elementary and Secondary School Heads / OICs 
All Others Concerned 

1. Attached is Memorandum DM-OUOPS-2026-02-01202 from USEC Malcolm S. Garma, 
Undersecretary for Governance and Operations 86 Jocelyn DR Andaya, Regional Director, NCR, 
Concurrent Officer-in-Charge, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Governance and Operations, 
dated May 4, 2026, reiterating the Department of Education's strict observance of austerity 
measures in the planning and conduct of all regional, division, and school activities, for the 
information of all concerned. 

2. The memorandum emphasizes the need to rationalize spending and guarantees the 
judicious and responsible use of public funds. Moreover, all field offices must ensure that activities 
such as meetings, conferences, trainings, seminars, and similar undertakings are carried out in a 
way that supports cost efficiency without compromising the intended objectives. 

3. Furthermore, the engagement of private venues shall be resorted to only when necessary 
and must be supported by appropriate justification, subject to existing government accounting, 
budgeting, and auditing rules and regulations. Similarly, all concerned are strongly advised to limit 
expenditures related to venue rental, accommodation, meals and other incidental costs, by using 
alternative modalities, including virtual or blended arrangements, whenever feasible and 
appropriate. 

4. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this memorandum are hereby 
directed. 

ZALES CESO VI 
Ass 	ooli ivision Superintendent 

Officer-in-Charge 
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent 

Encl.: as stated 
References: as stated 
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index 
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Department of Cbutation 
orricu OE THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS 

MEMORANDUM 
DM-OUOPS-2026-01-- 

TO 	 : ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
ALL SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS 
ALL SCHOOL HEADS 
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 

FROM 	: MALCOLM S. GARMA 
Undersecretary for Governance and Operations 

JOCELYN DR ANDAYA  - 
Regional Director, NCR 
Concurrent Officer-in-Charge, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Governance and Operations 

SUBJECT 	REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY 
MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION, 
AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

DATE May 04, 2026 

In line with the Department's commitment to prudent fiscal management and the 
efficient use of government resources, this Office hereby reiterates the strict 
observance of austerity measures in the planning and conduct of all regional, 
division, and school activities. This is consistent with the provisions of DepEd Order 
No. 61, s. 2004, DepEd Memorandum No. 018, s. 2026, and DepEd Memorandum No. 
022, s. 2026, which collectively emphasize the need to rationalize expenditures and 
ensure that public funds are utilized judiciously and responsibly. 

Accordingly, all field offices shall ensure that activities such as meetings, conferences, 
trainings, seminars, and similar undertakings are carried out in a manner that 
upholds cost-efficiency without compromising their intended objectives. In particular, 
priority shall be given to the use of existing DepEd facilities as venues for official 
functions. In instances where such facilities are unavailable or unsuitable, the 
utilization of other government-owned or controlled facilities is highly encouraged as 
a viable and economical alternative. 

The engagement of private venues shall be resorted to only when absolutely necessary 
and must be supported by appropriate justification, subject to existing government 
accounting, budgeting, and auditing rules and regulations. Moreover, all concerned 
offices are strongly advised to limit expenditures related to venue rental, 
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accommodation, meals, and other incidental costs, and to explore alternative 
modalities, including virtual or blended arrangements, whenever feasible and 
appropriate. 

All field offices are hereby directed to comply with these guidelines and to foster a 
culture of accountability, transparency, and fiscal discipline in the discharge of their 
respective functions. 

Immediate dissemination and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hereby 
directed. 

Copy furnished: 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Department of Education 

22^4  floor, Techzone Building, 213 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., San Antonio Village, Makati, Metro Manila, 1203 

Telephone Nos.: (02) 8633-5313; (02) 8631-8492 

Email Address: ouopsPdeped.gov.uh I Website: www.deped.gov.ph  
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Fw: REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, 

DIVISION, AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

From DEPED NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION <ncr@deped.gov.ph > 

Date Mon 5/4/2026 5:04 PM 

To Jocelyn Andaya <jocelyn.andaya005@deped.gov.ph>; HRDD NCR <hrdd.ncr@deped.gov.ph >; PROCUREMENT NCR 
<procurement.ncr@deped.gov.ph >; ASD NCR <asd.ncr@deped.gov.ph>; RITA RIDDLE <rita.riddle@deped.gov.ph >; RITA 
RIDDLE <rita.riddle@deped.gov.ph > 

Cc SDO VALENZUELA <sdovalenzuela@deped.gov.ph >; SCHOOLS DIVISION OFFICE QUEZON CITY 
<sdo.quezoncity@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED MANILA <sdo.manila@deped.gov.ph >; SDO MARIKINA 
<sdo.marikina@deped.gov.ph >; SDO MANDALUYONG <sdo.mandaluyong@deped.gov.ph >; OSDS PASIG CITY 
<osds.sdopasigcity@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED NAVOTAS CITY <navotas.city@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED MALABON CITY 
<malabon.city@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED MAKATI CITY <makati.city@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED LAS PINAS CITY 
<laspinas.city@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED PASAY CITY <deped.pasay@deped.gov.ph >: DEPED CALOOCAN CITY 
<caloocan.city@deped.gov.ph>; SCHOOLS DIVISION OFFICE SAN JUAN CITY <sdosanjuancity@deped.gov.ph >; SDO 
MUNTINLUPA <sdo.muntinlupa@deped.gov.ph >; DEPED PARANAQUE <deped.paranaque@deped.gov.ph >; SDO TAPAT 
<sdo.tapat@deped.gov.ph > 

1 attachment (547 KB) 

REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION, AND SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES.pdf, 

SOU  -N11/404 	 4.11Y 
RECO!: 	f tei 

From: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Operations <asec.ops@deped.gov.ph  
tr.' 

Sent: Monday, May 4, 2026 3:43 PM tea 

To: DEPED I !LOCOS REGION <regionl@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED II CAGAYAN VALLE <region2@deped.gov.ph>; 

CENTRAL LUZON <region3@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED REGION IV-A CALABARZON <r gion4a@depNacc.1)R; 

REGION <mimaropa.region@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED V BICOL REGION <regions@ eped.gov.ph>; DepEd VI We tern Visayas 	tar() 
<region6@deped.gov.ph>; DepEd Region VII Central Visayas <region7@deped.go4„ph>; REGIOTIVIVEASTERN VISAYAS 

<region8@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED IX ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA <region9@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED X NORTHERN MINDANAO 

<region10@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED XI DAVAO REGION <regionll@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED XII SOCCSKSARGEN 

<region12@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED REGION XIII CARAGA <caraga@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE 

REGION <car@deped.gov.ph>; DEPED NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION <ncr@deped.gov.ph> 

Subject: REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION, AND 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Dear Regional Directors, 

In line with the Department's commitment to prudent fiscal management and the efficient use of 
government resources, this Office hereby reiterates the strict observance of austerity measures on the 
planning and conduct of all regional, division, and school activities. This is consistent with the provisions 
of DepEd Order No. 6i, s. 2004, DepEd Memorandum no. 018, s. 2026, and DepEd Memorandum No. 
022 s. 2026, which collectively emphasize the need to rationalize expenditures and ensure that public 
funds are utilized judiciously and responsibly. 

Accordingly, all field offices shall ensure that activities such as meetings, conferences, trainings, 
seminars, and similar undertakings are carried out in a manner that upholds cost-efficiency without 
compromising their intended objectives. In particular, priority shall be given to the use of existing DepEd 
facilities as venues for official functions. In instances where such facilities are unavailable or unsuitable, 
the utilization of other government-owned or controlled facilities is highly encouraged as a viable and 
economical alternative. 

The engagement of private venues shall be resorted to only when absolutely necessary and must be 
supported by appropriate justification, subject to existing government accounting, budgeting, and 
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auditing rules and regulations. Moreover, all concerned offices are strongly advised to limit expenditures 
related to venue rental, accommodation, meals, and other incidental costs, and to explore alternative 
modalities, including virtual or blended arrangements, whenever feasible and appropriate. 

All field offices are hereby directed to comply with these guidelines and to foster a culture of 
accountability, transparency, and fiscal discipline in the discharge of their respective functions. 

Immediate dissemination and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hereby directed. 

Thank you very much. 

Respectfully, 
t.‘ N G k• 0. 	0<, 	Log o 

9 .
1' ,, 	Office of the Assistant Secretary for Operations 
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0 	Field Operations <  
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• Department of Education 

‘, 
,' 

c,„4 	,..,o,- 	 ' _'r_,- ' ' 	011(08) 8633-7242 .109 , _-- 
5th  Floor, Room M-503,Mabini Building 

DepEd Complex, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City, Philippines 

This communication may contain confidential or privileged information and is intended solely for the individual or entity to whom it is originally addressed. Any disclosure, copying, dissemination, or any 
action taken in reliance on it by others, other than the intended recipient, is strictly prohibited. The opinions, conclusions, and statements expressed in this message are those of the sender and may not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Education. 

Save trees. Think before you print. 
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