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MEMORANDUM 
No. ,8.2026 

IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ACADEMIC RECOVERY AND 

ACCESSIBLE LEARNING PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027 


To: 	 Assistant Schools Division Superintendent 
Chief Education Supervisor, Curriculum Implementation Division 
Chief Education Supervisor, School Governance and Operations Division 
Elementary and Secondary Public-School Heads/OICs 
All Others Concerned 

1. Attached is a Joint Memorandum dated August 28, 2026, titled"Implementation Support 
Arrangements for the Academic Recovery and Accessible Learning Program for SY 2026-2027, " 
the information and guidance of all concerned. 

2. Particular attention is invited to the following: 

a. Paragraph 2: Phased Implementation of ARAL Interventions 
b. Paragraph 3: Leamer Identification 
c. Paragraph 4: Tutor Deployment and Compensation 
d. Paragraph 5: Tutor Orientation 
e. Paragraph 9: Funding and Program Support 

3. Immediate and wide dissemination and strict compliance of this Memorandum is desired. 

n Superintendent 

Enclosure: As stated 

Reference: Joint Memorandum 

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index 


Under: LITERACY 

MCDS- Implementation Support Arrangements for the Academic Recovery and Accessible Learning Program for SY 2026-2027 

-----.lSeptember 16, 2026 
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JOINT MEMORANDUM 

TO 	 REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS 
REGIONAL AND DIVISION ARAL FOCAL PERSONS 
SCHOOL HEADS 
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 

F~()M 	 ATTt F.fthMA LIPP D~NONTONGAN 
U1lCitrsecretary and Chief-(if-.'3taff 
ANAL TWG Clwirpersoli 

c~'1t'C; UitA"el0N 
Undersecretary for Learning Systems 
ANAL TWG Co- Vice Chairpensoll 

Slll3..J 1;( 'T 	 IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
ACADEMIC RECOVERY AND ACCESSmLE LEARNING 
PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027 

August 28, 2026 

ConsisteuL wilh l{cpublic Act No. 12028 or the "Academic !{ccovcry and Accc'Ssible 
Learnillg (AI<AL) Program Act," l)cp~:d Order No. D1S, s. '202~, titled "Implementing 
CIlliddilWS or IIw AI{AL Program," and r~lated AI<AL TWG issuances, ill sllpporl or 
implementation readiness for School Year (SY) :1026-2027 and pending the 
completioll of ongoillg cOllsultations aud volley rc1Ulclllcllts to further sU'cllgthcll 
AI~AL implemelltatiof), the {()llowillg illljJicIlIClll;:}lioll slIpportarn'lIIgcmclIts arc iSSlIed 
ill cOllsideraljoll ofoperciUollal COllcerllS alld implementatioll l'eqlliremelll.s raise~1 by 
field ol1ices to f:Kilitate the t.iIIWly provisioll of learllillg support. illterventiolls to 
id elltifled leill1lers. 

1. Phased ID1pleD1entation of ARAL Interventions 

Schools implementing J\RJ\L intelventions mny pror.e:ed in phnses, consist.ent 
willi the pllal'wd implelllelll11t1oTl approach prescrHw.d lllHlel' DepEd 
MemoJ"alld II III No. O~6, s. 202~, tilled "Slipplemental Gllidelilles 011 the 
Tmp1emenlHtioll or Ow ARAL School r~eHdilleSS Hwl Respollsivelless J\wlit", 
based 011 operational n',u]jness, (Ivaili1ble reSOllrces, alld Ole lean/illg 1leeds of 
ideJltified le~nllel's. Readiness considel'aliolls Blil\, i1lclude lean Ie}" 

idelltifkalioll, lllobili/',at]c)1l awl del'lo.vmellt of tlltors, availahility of learIling 
resonrces, scheduling of sessions, nnd nssignment of snitnble lennling spnces. 
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2. Implementation of ARAL Reading and Mathematics Interventions 

For School Year (SY) 2026-2027, schools that have completed the necessary 
preparatory activities may commence ARAL Reading interventions. ARAL 
Mathematics interventions shall be rolled out beginning Term 2 in accordance 
with the guidelines that may be subsequently issued by the Department. 

3. Learner Identification 

Schools may utilize available assessment infonnation prescribed under DepEd 
Order No. 018, s. 2025 in identifying learners who may benefit from ARAL 
interventions and in organizing appropriate learner groups, provided that the 
collection, processing, and storage of such learner infonnation shall comply 
vvith Republic Act No. 10173, or the Data Privacy Act of2012, its Implementing 
Rules and Regulations, and other applicable laws, rules, and regulations on 
the protection of learner data. 

4. Scheduling of Sessions and Assignment of Learning Spaces 

Schools shall make the necessary arrangements for the scheduling of ARAL 
sessions and the assignment of appropriate learning spaces to support learner 
participation, safety, accessibility, and effective program delivery. 

5. Tutor Deployment and Compensation 

In mobilizing tutors, schools are encouraged to maximize the engagement of 
qualified external tutors and other authorized tutor engagement modalities to 
complement available DepEd teaching personnel, while ensuring compliance 
with the teaching workload standards under Republic Act (RA) No. 4670 or the 
Magna Carta for Public School Teachers, RA No. 12028 or the "Academic 
Recovery al~d Accessible Learning (ARAL) Program Act," and other program 
requirements. 

ARAL tutors shall be provided the corresponding compensation, remuneration, 
and incentives authorized under applicable laws and issuances. 

Any remaining unpaid claims of qualified ARAL tutors for compensation, 
remuneration, and incentives allowed under the law and relevant guidelines, 
arising from prior implementation periods, shall be consolidated and processed 
through a separate issuance, subject to the validity and eligibility of the claims 
and compliance with applicable accounting, auditing, and reporting 
requirements. 

6. Tutor Orientation and Training 

ARAL tutors shall complete the required orientation and training prior to 
handling ARAL sessions. Tutor preparation may be undertaken through 
available materials in the DepEd Learning Management System (LMS), as well 
as orientation and training activities conducted by NEAP and field offices. 

Schools with experienced ARAL tutors may likewise conduct Learning Action 
Cell (LAC) sessions using the prescribed program materials to reinforce 
program implementation, learning resources, and monitoring requirements. 

18th Floor. TechZone Condominium Corporation, 
213 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue. Brgy. San Antonio, Makati City, 1209 
Email Address: ouct@<jeped.gov.ph I Website: www.deped.gov.ph 

2 

www.deped.gov.ph


7. 	Learning Resources 

Schools shall continue to observe existing Department issuances on the 
provision, distribution, and utilization of ARAL teaching and learning 
resources. 

Schools may utilize available ARAL learning resources from previous 
implementation cycles, existing remediation materials, and other 
supplementary learning resources, provided that these are aligned with 
intended learning competencies, appropriate to learners' needs and proficiency 
levels, and consistent with existing quality assurance standards. Schools shall 
ensure that the utilization of such materials does not require tutors to incur 
personal expenses for printing, reproduction, or preparation of learning 
resources. 

8. 	Parent or Guardian Orientation 

Schools may conduct orientation activities for the parents or guardians of 
identified learners to communicate the objectives of the ARAL Program, 
implementation arrangements, and the eX"Pected participation of lean1ers. 
Schools are encouraged to engage parents or guardians in supporting learner 
attendance and participation in ARAL interventions and in addressing 
potential barriers to participation, where appropriate. 

9. 	Funding and Program Support 

To 	support implementation planning and resource mobilization, schools are 
reminded that ARAL implementation is supported through multiple funding 
and program support mechanisms under existing DepEd issuances. 

a. 	 ARAL learning resources, including the development, procurement, 
reproduction, distribution, and utilization of teaching and learning 
materials, in accordance with existing issuances; 

b. 	 Program Support Funds (PSF) for the engagement of external tutors, 
provision of session support materials, monitoring and evaluation 
activities, and other authorized program expenditures pursuant to the 
Joint Memorandum entitled Guidelines on the Utilization of Program 
Support Funds (PSF) for the Implementation of the ARAL Program for 
FY 2026-2027; 

c. 	 Compensation and incentives for ARAL tutors, including teaching 
overload pay, Vacation Service Credits, and remuneration of external 
tutors pursuant to existing policies; 

d. 	Tutor orientation, training, and capacity-building interventions 
conducted through the National Educators Academy of the Philippines 
(NEAP), field offices, and other authorized modalities; and 

e. 	 Other program support mechanisms and implementation requirements 
that may be provided through subsequent issuances of the Department. 

10. Legal Bases 
For reference, schools may access the consolidated compendium of ARAL 
policies, implementation issuances, funding support mechanisms, frequently 
asked questions, and related resources through the ARAL Resource Drive at 
htlfls: Utl.!}Y!lt:L9_().~Ll\,f(AL~~~Qll::f~.t;,»uQ. 
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11. Transparency and Delivery of Program Support 

Regional Offices (ROs) and Schools Division Offices (SDOs) shall ensure the 
timely delivery of ARAL funds, learning resources, session support materials, 
and other program requirements intended for schools, and shall keep schools 
informed of their status, availability, and authorized use. 

Schools may communicate implementation concerns, reports on delayed 
delivery of program support, fund utilization concerns, and requests for 

ARAL Helpdesk attechnical assistance through the 

This Memorandum shall remain in effect pending the completion of ongoing 
consultations and policy refinements, and the issuance of updated ARAL 
implementation guidelines. 

Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum is hereby 
directed. 
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